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THE CONCORDIA STUDENT UNION NEWSLETTER 


FOOD, SPACE AND aii cecec vcore 
STUDENT CONSULTATION 


In mid July the executive of the CSU had a 
meeting with some members of the administration. 
At this meeting we were informed that the 
administration was going to allow Chartwells, the 
new food provider, to build a large caf on the first 
floor where the copy centre is currently located. 
This plan has numerous faults. 


First, do Concordia students want what is now 
an open space for lounging and photocopying to be 
turned into a corporate caf? We don t know since 
we werent asked. It does, however, seem 
somewhat unnecessary to add another caf to the 
university landscape when Java U is located only a 
few feet away and there are many cafes nearby. 


My curiosity about the specifics of the set up 
led me to ask whether students would be allowed to 
hang out or study in this part of their university 
without being forced to purchase anything. The 
answer I received was an interesting one. It started 
asa yes of course and turned into a sort of. A sign 
saying please seed space to customers would be 
placed on the wall, but would only be applied 


fees and taxes for our schooling, but I digress. _ 


From the. 
Editors 


The Unabridged is the paper of the CSU 
executive. It is our tool to communicate 
with you, the 23,000 undergrad 
students of Concordia. The Unabridged 
will focus on Concordia related events, 
however, it will not be limited to on- 
campus issues, since we are students 
as well as active members of society. In 
this edition we deal with issues ranging 
from our health service plan, the 
relationship between capitalism and 
public health to how the Concordia 
administration, with our money, has 
created subsidiary corporations in 
order to avoid both student and public 
scrutiny. Furthermore in this edition 
you can find out about the CSU 
orientation festival and how you can 
save yourself over $300 by opting out of 
the capital campaign and 
administration fees. 


As the executive of the CSU, our 
mandate is first and foremost to fight 
for students. We believe this inevitably 
take us beyond the confines of the 
campus. A holistic analysis of society is 
necessary to fully understand student 
interests. We therefore stand in 
solidarity with those who are 
oppressed, students or otherwise, 
since we believe this to be morally 
correct and in the self-interest of 
students. Hopefully, you find that the 
Unabridged successfully fulfilis this 
mandate and is an enjoyable read. 


during busy times. It sounds like, to stay, one will ope of securing its —_ 1 


have to pay. I thought that we already pay tuition 


Second, the administration has plans for the 
Mezzanine area (yeah thats right, the space where 
student clubs have their exhibits and tables. Job 
fairs take place, Falun Dafa meditates, used book- 
sales take place, various groups have dancing 
classes, Art Matters takes place, ECAs bridge 
building contest happens, CASA hold their fairs, 
and I could go on) all of which will be converted 
into Chartwells new food area. An administration 
even considering such a move cares little about 
student life on campus. The Mezzanine is the 
central location for student groups to introduce 
other students to their initiatives. Ending this would 
unravel some of the fabric of Concordia student 
life. 


Third, what about student input into this 
project? The CSU executive was only told about the 
plan after it was already finalized (At the end of 
August we found out that the Mezz will remain 
untouched until at least April. Currently, there is a 
student campaign to place it into a trusteeship 
between the CSU and dean of students ee in the 


space). 
dmi 


Using a 
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Against the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 


handpicked students from residences were on the 
food service committee, students were sufficiently 
represented. First of all, five students selected from 
144 residence inhabitants, does not represent the 
student community. Why werent any CSU 
executive or council members selected? How about 
students at large? Maybe student club members 
would have been interested? Certainly, residence 
students have a heightened interest in the food 
provider. This is because the administration s newly 
implemented mandatory food plan compels 
residence students to buy all their meals from the 
cafeteria (the CANDO executive recently won a 
battle to allow residence students to have an opt-out 
clause after a | month trial of the food.). Nobody, 
however, could reasonably argue that only 
residence students have an interest in the 
Mezzanine or the first floor. These are important 
spaces that all students have an interest in. 


Hopefully, from now on the administration 
will allow for proper student input into what 
happens with regards to food and space issues on 


A SUCCESS! 22002 07 Binoy, genet 


This August 9-11, 2002, student 
representatives from all over Canada came to 
Montreal to discuss the dangers of the FTAA and 
what they are going to do to stop it. The forum was 
initiated by the Canadian Federation of Students - 
Quebec (CFS-Q), and |’Association pour un 
Solidarite Syndicale Etudiant (ASSE) to unite 
students in their stance against the FTAA, 
corporate globalization, and privatization. 


Free trade agreements signed in the past, such 
as the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), have led to increased cuts in public 
spending on education, healthcare, and social 
programs. For example, these deals permit wealthy 
corporations to demand larger and larger tax cuts in 
order to "compete" with lower taxed 
countries, which diminishes the 
Canadian government’s control on taxing 
and spending. The power these trade 
agreements give to corporations 
facilitates the privatization and 
corporatization already occurring in our 
universities and colleges. 
government funding is forcing our public 
institutions to turn to the corporate sector 
to make ends meet. Unfortunately the corporate 
goal appears to be that of running our institutions 
for profit, further threatening post-secondary 
education accessibility for lower-income students. 


Students also oppose the FTAA because of the 
far-reaching negative impacts it will have with the 
extension of free trade from North America to 
South America. Again with trade agreements such 
as NAFTA, we have seen the detrimental situation 
created when North American factories close and 
relocate to the south, exploiting poor workers 
whose labour is much cheaper. We are concerned 
that with profit as the main priority of such deals, 
abuse of environmental standards and workers’ 
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We are concemed that 
with profit as the main 
priority of such deals, 
abuse of environmental 
Lack of Standards and workers’ 
rights will escalate. 


rights will escalate. 


Student delegates and community members 
from across Canada participated in the Pan- 
Canadian Student Forum Against the FTAA with 
the goal of formulating a plan of action and a strong 
educational campaign to protest the continuing 
undemocratic negotiations of the FTAA. The 
inspiration for this initiative came from meetings 
last February at the Youth Summit of the World 
Social Forum in Porto Allegre Brasil. Contacts 
were made between students in Canada, Argentina, 
Brazil, Mexico, Honduras, Cuba, the U.S., and 
more, to plan a Hemispheric action. 


Many events are being planned are being 
planned between Oct. 27th to Nov. Ist while the 
finance Ministers of 
the FTAA are meeting 
in Quito, Ecuador. 
This being the case, 
October 31st is the 
date set for a Day of 
Action/Strike set by 
the new Solidarity 
Network to Stop the 
FTAA (SNSF), a 
group created during the Pan-Canadian Student 
Forum this August. This exciting new group will 
focus on community outreach, educational events, 
and will coordinate the important planning of 
Canada’s role in upcoming Hemispheric Actions 
against the FTAA. The SNSF is open to any 
individual or group who opposes the FTAA, strives 
for progressive and inclusive alternatives, and 
wants to participate in events leading up to and 
following October 31st. 

Email webmaster@education-action.net or call the 
CFS-O office at 931-2377 for more information, or to 
join the SNSF listserve 


THE CSU EXECUTIWE 


President - Sabine Bi psee sy 


When we decided 
to— ro -sfor_-.CSu 
executive, Team CanDo 
(the Concordia Action| _ 
Network for Democratic |__ 
Organising) set two 
main goals for the 
student union: improve 
the CSU on both sides of 
its mandate, politics and * 
services. 


The reality is that the unions role is to defend 
student interests on a political, cultural, social and 
recreational level. The student-run services of the 
union are also geared towards addressing your 
needs within the university. 


After three months in office, I am proud to say 
that we have been moving in that direction. With 
the hard work and dedication of the CSU executive, 
councilors and staff, we are on the right track to 
building a stronger union that will be able to defend 
students at all levels of government and one that 
Concordia students will be proud of. 


Look out for our upcoming campaigns and 
new and improved services. Visit our CSU website 
at www.csu.tao.ca. 


VP Finance - Sameer Zuberi 
Id like to take 
this opportunity to 
welcome all new and 
returning students to 
Concordia. The years 
here, for many people, 
are some of their best 
due to the vibrant i 
student life on campus. This year I hope to improve 
activities on campus by facilitating the 
improvement of student clubs and associations. 


I work closely with the CSU s 56 clubs, in the 
hope of helping them better manage their budgets 
for the benefit of their members. However, proper 
management of funds is not the only way in which 
I try to improve student life. Space to operate is just 
as important, if not more so, than money 
management. Currently, there is a serious lack of 
space for student groups to operate from. 
Furthermore the little space that student groups 
have is constantly being threatened. This year I will 
be fighting to assure that student space increases so 
that all students time on campus is filled with 
opportunities to get involved in campus life. 


VP re dlr -Aaron Mat 
es With all the 
| controversy that surrounded 
| last year s CSU Handbook, 
» = Uprising, this years effort 
| was quite a challenge: how 
= to produce a handbook that 
_ is responsive and useful to 
|) students, while also 
maintaining the independent and progressive voice 
of the student movement? Our answer is Suprising, 
the 2002-03 CSU Handbook. We re happy to report 
that students will have more space to write their 
daily assignments and tasks in a book that is both 
aesthetically pleasing and informative. The book is 
divided into several sections that will serve as a 
resource on many issues. These range from 
understanding world-wide political issues, 
navigating and surviving life in Montreal, keeping 


healthy, and of course staying on top of all the 
services, fees, departments, and hassles that you Il 
run into at Concordia. There are also handy sections 
that provide a comprehensive list of phone numbers 
throughout the book as well as an area to write in 
phone numbers. The book will be released during 
this year s CSU Orientation, which promises to be 
amazing. The weeklong event will highlight student 
life, political issues, cultural events and great music 
for both new and returning Concordia students. 


VP Internal - Kealia Curtis 


Since starting our mandate in June things have 
been very busy at the CSU. I ve been working on 
space issues. Space is 
going to be a crucial 
issue in the upcoming 
‘year, both at SGW and 
Loyola. At SGW I ve 
been active in mobilizing 
student groups and 
associations for the fight 
to keep the Mezz. Also at 
SGW I am a board member of the Concordia 
Kitchen Mosaic-a great new initiative that needs 
kitchen and seating space on the 7th floor to 
operate. At Loyola the CSU is in long-term 
negotiations to get a student center. In the meantime 
I (and many others) have been working to open up 
the Hive as a lounge for students at Loyola. Besides 
space, of course I ve been working with student 
clubs. Whether registering established clubs or 
helping new clubs sort out their constitutions - this 
keeps me busy. A few of the new clubs starting up 
are: Sahaja Yoga, NDP Concordia, Pureland 
Buddha Studies, and Afghani Students club, to 
name only a few 


VP Academic and Advocacy - 
Ralph Lee 


I recently opened a Student Advocacy Center. 
The Advocacy Center is a — where students can 
come and 
confidential 
regarding both academic 
and non-academic issues. 
Every student at one point 
or another will find 
themselves in a situation : 
that will require the expertise of Student Advocates, 
who will be able to suggest options and strategies to 
reach their objectives. Whether you were a victim 
of discrimination, unfairly charged with plagiarism, 
or simply confused by the university bureaucracy, 
student advocates will be there to help. The centre 
is open Monday-Friday from 11:00- 4:30 and is 
located on the 6th floor in Room 644. You can e- 
mail the Center at CSUadvocacy@yahoo.com or 
call to set up an appointment at 848-7461. 


Apart from opening up the Student Advocacy 
Center I have begun working on the revival of an 
on-line teacher evaluation. Over the next few 
months you will be able to link on to the CSU 
website and by following the links you will be able 
to evaluate your professors. Stay Tuned!!! 


In the non-academic area I am the President of 
Concordias Radio Station, CJLO. I find it 
ridiculous that CJLO cannot be heard on the 
Airwaves. Over the next year I intend to raise the 
money and do my utmost to ensure that the station 
is on the airwaves by next September 2003. Being 
on the air will benefit students in countless ways. It 
will bring prestige to our University as well as give 
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students the opportunity to express the diversity of 
opinion and music that exists at Concordia. You 
can reach me at 848-7461 if you have questions, 
ideas or would like to get involved in either the 
radio station or the advocacy center. 


VP Communications - 
Yves Engler 


Over the summer I worked on the pan- 
Canadian student conference 
in opposition to the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA). It was a successful 
conference. We are planning 
a student strike at Concordiaf a 
against the FTAA forpa@ 
October 31. The strike will 
be in conjunction with 
student actions all across North, South and Central 
America. 


On top of the strike, the other campaign I ve 
been working on is to save the Mezz . The Mezz 
campaign is part of the larger issue of making 
student space on campus a priority for the 
administration, which it is not at the moment. 
Lastly, I edited the paper you are now reading. 

Ifyour interested in getting involved in the 
student strike or the campaign to save-the Mezz or 
to tell me what you want from your union. Please 
feel free to drop by H637 or call 848-7488 


On August 19, 1976 ‘Je federal. 
government signed the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, committing to the 
progressive introduction of free higher 
seceteaeee | 
i etand all” tuition fees were 
eliminated in 1996. In 2002, Wales 
announced its plans to eliminate tuition 
fees. 
In 1982, average undergraduate 
student debt load upon graduation was 
$5,260. By 1998 the average reached 
$25,000. 

eee 
In the 2002/03 academic year, 
undergraduate students in all faculties 
will pay an average of 4.1% more in 
university fees than in 2001/02, nearly 
double the rate of inflation. 

: eee 

According to a November 2000 Angus 
Reid poll, 76% of Canadians feel that 
the federal government should spend 
more on post-secondary education and 
training. 

eee 
‘In 1981-1982, government funding 
made up 74% of university revenues. 
By 1998-99, government funding 
accounted for only 55% of total 
university revenue. 


i <= 


OPT; 7 RUE illegal fees 


By Sameer Zuberi, VP Finance 


Five years ago, the Concordia administration 
decided that it wanted to work around the tuition 
freeze implemented by Quebec to keep education 
accessible. Using the phrase of Concordia’s Rector 
Frederick Lowy, “a back door tuition hike” was 
born by the name of the Capital Campaign Fee. At 
the cost of two dollars per credit it amounted to 
$60 for full time students throughout the course of 
a year. However, the over one million generated 
annually by the fee was not enough to subdue the 
university for long. In January of 1999, Capital 
Campaign’s big brother the Administrative Fee 
appeared at a bill of nine dollars per credit or $270 
yearly. Combined the duo fell on the backs of 
students costing $330 per year (approximately the 
cost of a three credit course). 


Concordians shocked by the fees mobilized 
behind the CSU, which effectively forced the 
university to stop the increases. Moreover, it 
resulted in an opt-out for students who can prove 
“financial need”, or as the university likes to call 


this a “bursary,” from the illegal tuition hikes. 


Unlike other so-called bursaries this one is 
hardly publicized by Concordia, which seems kind 
of funny especially since the majority of students 
are eligible for it. Actually, the 4000 that applied for 
the opt-out last year only did so only due to an 
awareness campaign undertaken by the CSU. This 
year it is the goal of the union to see that 8000 
students get their “bursaries”. If you know about 
opt-out spread the word to your friends and 
classmates. 


“Bursary” forms can be picked up from the 
CSU offices, at H637 downtown or at the main 
floor of the SC building at Loyola. Once filled out 
they should be dropped off at financial aid and 
awards LB 085. You only have to apply once every 
academic year, meaning if you applied this summer 
you simultaneously did so for the fall and winter 
terms. The deadline for the fall opt-out period is 
October 31st 2002. 


the CSU He 


By Jenn Mosher, Executive Admin. Assistant 


How do | use the insurance? 

When you incur an expense that is covered by 
the CSU Health & Dental Plan, you’ll need to make 
a claim to the insurance company to obtain your 
reimbursement. Claim forms are available at the 
CSU office, Health Services and can be 
downloaded from the ASEQ (Alliance Pour la 
Santé des Etudiate au Québec/ Quebec Student 
Health Alliance) website (www.aseq.com). 


Fill out the form and attach your original 
receipt. It’s a good idea to make a photocopy of 
your receipts for your records. Completed forms 
and receipts should be mailed to Sun Life of 
Canada: Sun Life Assurance Company of 
Canada, Group Claims Department, Box 6076, 
Station CV, Montreal, Quebec, H3C 483. 


What am | covered for? 


You’re covered for a lot of important medical 
services that fall outside of your provincial medical 
coverage. This long list includes prescription drugs; 
eye exams and corrective lenses; vaccinations; 
hospitalization; medical equipment; ambulances; 
travel health coverage; tutorial benefits; dental 
care; chiropractors; naturopaths; speech therapists; 
athletic therapists; etc. 


For more details on your coverage, visit the 
CSU office to pick up a copy of the Reference 
Guide booklet, or visit the ASEQ website at 
Wwww.aseq.com. 


Does the insurance cover my 
dentist, even if she isn’t listed on 


the dental network? 


The CSU Dental plan provides coverage for 
any dentist you choose. Dentists who are listed with 
the Dental Network will simply give you additional 
savings. 


Your dental plan insurance covers 50% of the 
cost of preventative services (i.e. cleanings, check 
ups, etc.). Network dentists will give you an 
additional 30% reduction off the standard Dental 
Association price ‘for preventative services. This 
means, you will have 80% of your costs covered by 
the CSU Dental Plan if you use the Dental 


Network. 


Basic services, such as 
fillings and oral surgery have 
50% insurance coverage as well. 
Network dentists will give you a 
20% reduction off the standard) ~_ 
Dental Association costs for 
these services. By using the 
Dental Network you can have 
70% of your costs covered. 


Restorative work (bridges, crowns) is not 
covered by the insurance portion of your Dental 
Plan. However, dentists on the Dental Network will 
give you a 20% reduction off the standard Dental 
Association costs of these services. 


Why am | billed more for the winter 


semester than for the fall semester? 

You’re billed two times throughout the year for 
your insurance coverage for. the policy year 
(September Ist to August 31st). On your statement 
of account for your Fall fees, you will be billed $51 
for the Health and Dental Plan. This payment covers 
the policy year from Septemberlst to December 
31st. 


On your Winter statement of account, you will 
be billed $102. This covers the remainder of your 
policy year, from January Ist to August 31st. The 
amount is higher because you are paying for a 
longer coverage period than in the first semester. 


| don’t need this insurance. How do 
| get rid of it? 


Students who want to cancel their insurance 
plan may do so during the ‘Change of Coverage 
Period’. You MUST opt out before the opt-out 
deadline, September 17!! You cannot opt-out of the 
plan after the deadline. 


Similarly, if you cancel your insurance, you 
cannot be reenrolled for the academic year. There 
are two types of opt-outs. You can request an annual 
opt-out, which means that you choose to cancel your 
insurance plan for the current school year. If you 
choose to cancel your insurance plan the next 
academic year you will have to opt-out again. The 


Remember: Students who want to cancel 
their insurance plan may do so during the 
‘Change of Coverage Period’. You MUST opt- 


eo out t, September ou You 


other option is a permanent opt-out. Consider this 
option carefully- if you choose a permanent opt out 
and then decide you would like insurance the next 
year, you will have to pay 1.5 times the normal rate. 
This option means you will not have to opt-out of 
the plan each year. 


Think about your decision to opt-out of the 
plan carefully. Even if you have other insurance, ie., 
through a parent or spouse, you can use this 
insurance in addition to your existing insurance. For 
example, your existing insurance may not cover 
things like dental care, naturopaths, chiropractors, 
or tutors in case of illness. It can also cover things 
like the Pill, which you may not feel comfortable 
processing through your parents health plan. If you 
do choose to opt-out, you may do so by going to the 
ASEQ office with your student ID card, between 
September 3 and September 17. For those students 
who have opted-out before, you can do an on-line 
opt-out by going to the ASEQ _ website, 
www.aseq.com, using the PIN number mailed to 
you with your Reference Guide. If you haven’t 
received your reference guide, call ASEQ at 844- 
4423. 


Where can | get more information 
about my Health and Dental Plan? 


You can get more information of the CSU 
Health and Dental Plan by: 


Calling ASEQ at 844-4423 

Visiting the ASEQ office at 2045 Stanley St., 
Suite 200 

Visiting the ASEQ website at www.aseq.com 
Calling the CSU Office at 848-7474 

Visiting the CSU Office in H-637 
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CSU By-élection and Mestaroneuins 


OCTOBER IST. 2ND AND SAD , 2o00e 


CJLO Radio / Media Fund 

“Do you agree with a fee of $0.10 per credit applicable to all CSU members to benefit the Concordia Student 
Broadcasting Corporation (CJLO radio), to assure financial independence of the radio station from the Concordia 
Student Union. This fee would be under the authority of the CSBC Board under condition that the financial books of the 
CSBC be open to any CSU member who makes a formal request. Approval of the fee would have the effect of removing 
the CSBC from the CSU Media Fund and reducing the media fund fee from $0.13 to $0.09 per credit for all CSU 
members. Both these changes would be effective with the Winter Semester of 2003 and refundable in accordance with 
the university billing, refund and withdrawal policy?” 

YES /NO 


The Concordian 

“Do you agree that the fee levy for the Concordian be changed from $0.07 to $0.10 per credit, effective Winter 2003, 
applicable equally to all CSU members and refundable in accordance with the university billing, refunds and withdeaae 
policy?” ‘ia 
YES / NO 


Solidarity with CUPFA 

“The Concordia University’s Part-time Faculty Association (CUPFA) is currently negotiating with the University 
Administration on matters of job equity and stability, as Concordia students, do you wish to stand in solidarity with 
CUPFA's objectives?” 5 

YES/NO 


Solidarity with student actions on October 31st 

“Should Concordia students stand with all the other student groups in the Western Hemisphere, from Canada to 
Argentina, that are taking action on October 31st, 2002 to draw attention to the social, environmental and educational 
problems which affect the people of the entire hemisphere?” 

YES / NO 


Solidarity with Algerians facing deportation 

“Do you agree that the Concordia Student Union should pressure the Canadian government to overturn its policies 
regarding the deportation of 1,000 Algerian refugees, the majority of whom currently reside in Montreal?” 

YES /NO 


Cut’s to Programs 

“Recently many courses and programs have been closed due to significant funding cuts by the administration, do you 
agree that these programs should be saved and that students should be made aware of what programs are being 
closed?” 

YES /NO 


Save the Mezz 2 

“Do you agree that the Nesranine on the 2nd floor of the Hall Building be placed under trusteeship between the Dean 
of Students and the CSU to ensure that the space remain available for student groups to table for their events, hold 
exhibitions or any other activities of that nature?” 

YES /NO 
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Against FTAA: 


Beginning on October 31st, students across North, Central and South 
America will be taking action against the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA). With a population of 800 million and a combined GDP of $11 trillion 
(US), the FTAA would be the largest free trade zone in the world. The FTAA 
will become the most far-reaching free trade agreement in the world, with a 
scope that will include almost every area of life 
for the citizens of the Americas. 


It’s no coincidence that since the signing of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA), 
(agreement between US and Canada) in 1989, university aon has 
skyrocketed across Canada. Between 1990/91 and 2000/01, tuitic se 
126.2 per cent, or six times faster than the 20.6 per cent rise in hs rate of 
inflation during the same period. As governments move to harmonize their 
economies, 
we are facing a “race to the bottom,” not only in education, but elsewhere too. 


Cuts to public spending in education, healthcare and social programs are a 
direct result of the corporate globalization process, which 
will be accelerated under the FTAA. 


The FTAA’s profit over people agenda will lead to declining wages, and the 
erosion of democratic and environmental standards for the 
vast majority of people in the Americas 


Agreements such as NAFTA, the WTO and the FTAA are part of a worldwide 
shift towards corporate domination of all sectors of society, including 
university education. Worldwide education expenditures now exceed 
$1 trillion a year. The U.S. is currently the world's leader in exporting 

education and training services, garnering $7.5 billion in revenue in 1996 
for American educational exporters alone. Corporations from around the 
world want to provide these services for profit and are therefore lobbying 
hard to increase corporate control of education. 


| To help organize against the FTAA, or for more information call the | 
| Solidarity Network to Stop the FTAA: 514.931.2377 or 
= email: webmaster@education-action. net 


Concordia Student Union 


rientation Festival 


September 9th thru 13th 
monday 09: 


tuesday 10: 


wednesday 11: 


thursday 12: FULL DAY STREET FESTIVAL ON MACKAY 


friday 12: WORKSHOPS: 1 


~ Free 


for Concordia Students 
Bring your Concordia student identification 
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Friday * September 13th @ the Spectrum 


318 Ste-Catherine O. Metro Pl.-des-Arts * www.spectrumdemontreal.ca « Admissions - 790- 


——— Concordia Student Union 
@® Oriontation Fostivel 


for more information visit - http:/ / www.csu.tao.ca/orientation/ 


Partial funding provided by - The New Student Program - Concordia Counseling and Development 


WZ Orientation Festival 


peakers Series 


Lee Maracle Mon. Sept. 9th, 19h-21.30h 
“Aboriginal Women's World View 
in the New Times” 


Decolonization which began in the post WWII era was abortive and incomplete. 
Boundaries established by the colonial order have proved inadequate, disatisfying and the 
foundation of current disputes. The quest for oil, the maintenance of global capitalism, boundary 
disputes, are all bases for current wars. In the context of this, women's rights, children's rights, 
spiritual human progress and peace are paralyzed. We need a new way of seeing and perceiving. 
Aboriginal Women have a world view which may be the catalyst for creating this new way of 
seeing and perceiving of our place in the world as it currently is. 

Lee Maracle is currently the Distinguished Visiting Professor of Canadian Culture at 
Western Washington University; among her many published works are Sundogs, Will’s Gardens, 
Daughters Are Forever, Tavensong and Bobby Lee. 


Sponsored by: Katsi’tsakwas McGill - www.mcgill.ca/fph/, Simone de Beauvoir Institute — 
Concordia, Center for Native Education — Concordia, QPIRG - McGill 


Linda McQuaig. Tues. Sept. 10th, 18h-19.30h 


“Greed, Lust and the New Capitalism” 


Increasingly we're building our society around the principles of the marketplace -- 
dismantling public programs and government should play an important role in serving the 
broader public interest. The result is growing inequality, citizen disempowerment and a lack of 
cohesion in society. Although many times we're told there's no alternative in this era of the 
global economy. In fact, what blocks us from achieving the kind of society we want is not the so- 
called "realities" of the global economy, but rather the determination of the financial elite to shape 
society in its own interests. 

Outspoken journalist and author Linda McQuaig has written six best-selling books on 
politics and economics, including Shooting the Hippo, The Cult of Impotence and, most recently, 
All You Can Eat: Greed, Lust and the New Capitalism. She now writes a weekly column in the 
Toronto Star. 


Norman Finkelstein. Thurs. Sept. 12th, 19h-21.30h 


“Whither the “Peace Process” 
— Israel and Palestine” 


Norman G. Finkelstein received his doctorate from the Department of Politics, Princeton 
University, for a thesis on the theory of Zionism. He is the author of four books and _ his writings 
have appeared in prestigous journals such as the London Review of Books, Index on Censorship, 
Journal of Palestine Studies, New Left Review, Middle East Report, Christian Science Monitor and 
Al Ahram Weekly. Currently he teaches political science at DePaul University in Chicago. For 
more information on Dr. Finkelstein please visit his website at: www.normanfinkelstein.com. 
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The Concordia community is familiar with my 
long-winded rants about the questionable ethical 
practices of Concordias corporate partners. By 
now, most of you know that we are intimately 
involved with corporations like Bell Helicopter 
Textron, a company that has been involved in just 
about every dirty little war in recent memory from 
Vietnam to East Timor and from Colombia to 
Palestine. Most of you know about the special 
relationship Concordia has had with the Montreal 
biotech giant BioChem Pharma (now part of Shire 
Pharmaceuticals), a company that has colluded with 
other pharmaceutical corporations to ensure that the 
worlds poor die slow and painful AIDS-related 


deaths instead of getting cheap access to private 


"intellectual property". I could go on (and in a 
future article I will) but in this article I would like 
to focus on some of the funny business going on 
right here in our own back yard. 


Although officially Concordia is a er 
institution, in recent years it has begun to 
function like a consortium of private 


Ih A CONnSOnTiUM> 


By David Bernans, CSU Researcher 


There is no clear answer to this question. The 
University calls the automatically deducted "capital 
campaign fee" a "donation" because a committee 
with some students (and some administrators) 
originally approved the fee. Yet in the spring of 
2001 students overwhelmingly rejected the fee in a 
university-wide referendum. In any event, the first 
barrier faced by students who would like to 
pressure Concordia to develop more ethical 
investments policies (whether it is a question of 
boycotting World Bank bonds or divesting from 
Israel) is the corporate secrecy of their own 


Foundation. 


eConcordia.com 


eConcordia.com is a private for-profit 
corporation wholly owned by another private 
corporation (financed by students) called (you 
eee it) the Concordia Foundation. Although the 
corporation offers for credit 


corporations. A public institution is transparent to eo “GC O n Cc O rdi i a 


the public (that is why we have access to 
information legislation) and it is ultimately 
accountable to that public. The education and 
research of public institutions is supposed to be 
carried out in the 
public interest. In 
recent years, 
Concordia has been 
delegating essential 
functions to private 
corporations _ that . 
untied corporations 
unaccountable to the public. The university is doing 
this because private corporations can keep their 
operations secret. 


Two of the corporations that we now know 
about are the Concordia Foundation and 
eConcordia.com. A third corporation, the Inno 
Centre, is not part of the consortium, but its mission 
is to help create more Concordia corporations. 


- Concordia Foundation 


The Concordia Foundation is a multi-million 
dollar private corporation whose sole purpose is to 
invest and spend money donated to the university s 
capital campaign. The corporation s primary 
financial backer is the : 
Concordia student body 
(students have and 
will "donate" $10 © 
million to the 
Foundation over the 
course of ten years). 
Other major backers 7“ 
include Pratt &# 
Whitney, Royal Bank and Pepsi. Representatives 
from Concordias corporate partners sit on the 
board of directors of the corporation and, along 
with Concordia administrators, take all of its 
important financial decisions. Although they are the 
largest "donors" to the Foundation, Concordia 
students do not have any representation on its 
board. In fact, accesses to information requests by 
the student union about the Foundation are 
routinely denied, because as a private corporation, 
its financial activities are protected from the general 
public. 


a 


af 


Why do students continue to "donate" millions 
of dollars to the Foundation when they can t even 
know what the corporation does with their money? 


ue and_ the 


courses as part of the public institution known as 
Concordia University it is not transparent or 
accountable to either the Concordia community or 
the public at large. At the October 2000 meeting of 


Although officially Concordia i is Concordia s Senate, Vice Rector 


Research Jack Lightstone 


a public institution, in recent explained that the University 
years it has begun to function needed to set up a private 
like a consortium of private 


corporation to avoid all of the 
red tape involved with course 
delivery within public 
institutions. At that ~ same 
meeting students expressed concerns that, like the 
Concordia Foundation, the operations of 
eConcordia.com would be shrouded in corporate 
secrecy. In response, Vice Rector Institutional 
Relations Marcel Danis 

told students that the board What other 
of the corporation would 
likely "be open" to the idea 
of sharing information. 
Since that time the 
university legal counsel 
Bram Freedman, the Vice 
Rector Institutional 
Relations Marcel Danis k 
board have now. 
stonewalled the CSU, refusing to divulge the 
corporate secrets of eConcordia.com. Nevertheless, 
it is suspected that the corporation must be making 
a handsome profit. Unlike a public institution with 


carefully set academic 
standards, it can 
unabashedly design 


custom-made courses for 
its corporate clients that 
have nothing to do with 
the public interest. 


Furthermore, the 
same funding provided by 
the Quebec Ministry of 
Education on a per-student 


basis to Concordia 
University is also 
provided for students 


enrolled in 
eConcordia.com. Since 
the overhead cost to teach 
e-students is significantly 
lower (no classrooms, no 
limit on class sizes, etc.), 


private corporations are 
you financing through your 
capital campaign fee? A 


you have no official right to 


there should be a hefty profit margin. The CEO of 
eConcordia.com also happens to be Concordia s 
Director of Academic Technology and_ the 
Executive Director of IITS (Information and 
Instructional Technologies Services), Andrew 
McAusland. Although the CEOs paycheck is 
secret, we know that he teaches 23 sections of an 
Internet statistics course at a projected $5000 each. 


What other for profit private corporations are 
you financing through your capital campaign fee? A 
good question, yet one that you have no official 
right to know. 


Inno Centre | 


We do know that the University is encouraging 
the creation of more private corporations to 
commercialize the intellectual property produced 
by publicly funded research (so that rather than be 
freely accessible to the public who funded it, the 
research can be used to make a buck). That is why 
the University signed a deal with the Inno Centre, a 
private corporation specializing in _ the 
commercialization of knowledge (turning ideas into 
"intellectual property"). Concordia has an 
agreement with the Inno Centre to encourage 
commercialization of the knowledge produced 
here. 


In the past, the research agenda of publicly 
financed institutions like Concordia was to produce 
knowledge for the benefit of society at large. As 
public funds have been cut and universities develop 
closer ties with the corporate sector, our research 
agenda has become more profit oriented. 


Thanks to the Inno Centre, Concordia 
researchers can now participate in a "mentor 
program" that will help them learn to turn publicly 
funded research into private gain. 


Defenders of these initiatives will tell us that 
there is nothing sinister about 
these moneymaking ventures. 
Far from threatening the future 
of public education, these 
measures will ultimately save 
public education from its acute 
funding crisis. If that is true, I 


for profit 


good question, yet one that just have one question; why 
not open the books and show 
us how great our consortium 
is? 
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By Yves Engler, VP Communications 


As the Romanow report on the state of the 

Canadian health-care system winds down, one 
_ must wonder whether the report is going to the root 
cause of many Canadian and world health issues. 
Capitalism. 
| Capitalism is a system of property relations 
based upon private control over the means of 
production (factories, banks and _ other 
corporations). Within the capitalist structure, a 
_ wealth-holding minority controls the means of 
production which the majority work for. This 

economic control gives capitalists a 

disproportionate amount of power in all realms of 
society. 

How does this 
effect public health? 
The capitalist profit 
motive is antagonistic £O 
to public health, 
preferring to treat 
illness rather than i//neSS 
preventing it. Yet, . . 
preventive care is preventing it. 
substantially more effective than curative care. 
According to Laurie Garrett in the “Betrayal of 
Trust”, “86 percent of increased life expectancy 
was due to decreases in infectious diseases... The 
same can be said for the United States, where less 
than 4 percent of the total improvement in life 
expectancy since the 1700s can be credited to 
twentieth century advances in medical care.” Thus, 
no matter what the corporate media inundates us 
with,curative medical technology is not as 
important as preventive medicine practices. 


public 
preferring to 


However, preventive care measures such as 
organized sewage and water systems,education, 
regulated food handling and universal vaccinations 
bring little in terms of profit. Generally, they are 
best provided socially with universal accessibility. 


The US medical system may be the best 
example of how curative based care is both less 
effective and more costly. Even though, Americans 
pay $4,637 (US) on average for health coverage 
compared to $3,298 (Can) in Canada, Canadians 
live on average two years longer. This is because 
in Canada public health care acts as a 
counterweight to the entrepreneurial focus on 
cures over prevention. We have a more developed 


‘CAPITALIS 


The capitalist profit P~e 


rather 


‘consumption. 


preventive public health system. For 
example, vaccinations are more 
accessible. Similarly, quality public 
education is more widely available. 
Lastly, in comparison with the US, 
our public infrastructure by and 
large provides Canadians 
irrespective of their wealth with 
more adequate infrastructure (This is 
not say the situation here is 
satisfactory, just comparably better). 


Capitalist health is extremely 
expensive as a result of the 
excessive emphasis on curative care. 
companies, a 
powerful political player, lobby for 


motive is antagonistic unrestricted ability to promote their 
he alth, products regardless of the health effects. 


treat Likewise, money is spent on fancy 
medical technologies that do little in the 
than way of improving public health and are 
only accessible to the rich. These 
technologies, however, garner large 
profits for the medical industry. The fee for service 
payment of doctors is another problem with 
capitalist medicine. In Canada, doctors are private 
entrepreneurs, however, their medical association 
determines who can enter the profession and how 
many. Doctor’s private power within the medical 
system allows them to bill on a fee for service 
basis. This in turn means doctors’ profits are 
contingent upon the number of patients they see, 
resulting in a medical industry that necessitates 
expanding 
necessitate continuous expansion). 
Capitalism also requires conspicuous 
No matter the human cost, 
corporations advertise for cigarettes, sugary and 
artificially flavoured soft drinks, snack foods 
saturated with transfatty acids and alcoholic 
beverages amongst other unhealthy products. 
Corporations will unscrupulously promote harmful 
products knowing full well the human 
consequences. This is because the system 
necessitates corporate health (large profits) not 
human health. 


Outside of the industrialized world, the 
negative impact of capitalism towards people’s 
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* a useful housing guide f 
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information that every student 


know; 


* and much, much more! 


illness (all capitalist industries. 


MsPUBLIC HEALTH 


health is clearer. In Africa or Latin America, the 
lack of proper drinking water or sewage leads to 
the premature death of millions. For this reason, 
there are many famous examples of doctors who 
after realising the futility of attempting to cure, 
decided to struggle against capitalism instead, 
Che Guevara and Salvador Allende for instance. 


Moreover, there is a serious global inequality 
of health resources. Public health officials use the 
term the 10/90 split. In effect the wealthiest 10% 
of the world receives 90% of all health research 
spending, while the poorest 90% only receives 
10%. According to the profit motive 90% of 
humanity is of little value. A prime example is last 
year’s controversy over the pharmaceutical 
companies who prefer to watch Africans die of 
Aids, so long as no one produces drugs they have 
patented. These super-profitable pharmaceutical 
companies only backed down after immense 
worldwide pressure. 


In the end, the capitalist profit motive is 
antagonistic to public health. Preventive care 
necessitates long-term social planning, whereas 
capitalism is driven by short-term private profit. 
Economic democracy on the other hand, a mix of 
community and workplace ownership as well as 
political democracy, would help to improve 
public health in Canada and around the world. In 
a democratically controlled economy, people 
would choose their health over profit. 
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Out of the F 


rying Pan and into the Fire: 


CAFETERIA SERVICE AT Con-U 


By Adam Slater, CSU Councillor 


After making what initially seemed a laudable 
break with corporate food service giant Sodhexo- 
Marriot, a corporation that poisoned students at 
Loyola campus with infected chicken fajitas and 
invested in American corporate prisons, 
Concordia’s administration has now shown that this 
decision had nothing to do with ethics or good faith 
towards student demands. Having refused CSU 
representation on the food services committee, the 
administration decided to replace Sodhexo this year 
with Chartwells, a division of the -world’s largest 
food services provider, Compass Group. Inside 
sources refer to an eleven-year contract. Along with 


Concordia’s administration 
has now shown that this 
decision had nothing to do 
with ethics or good faith 
towards student demands. 


union-busting and poisoning students in Chicago 
elementary school cafeterias, Compass Group just 
happens to hold the food services contracts for the 
German Army, the British Army, the U.S. Navy and 
recently signed a $170 million (U.S.) contract with 
the Pentagon. Yes, you too can eat the same food 
eaten while planning to overthrow democratically 
elected governments to set up dictatorial regimes 
conducive to U.S. strategic and corporate interests. 
The same food eaten by those brave men and 
women who courageously lob cruise missiles, 
massacring non-combatants from miles away. 


military to serve in the corporate world. From a 
business point of view, of course, this is a dream 
come true: highly disciplined automatons, taking 
orders and giving them with military precision and 
force, loyal to the extent of murdering helpless 
civilians for Uncle Sam. 


Another of Compass Group’s “prestigious 
clients” is oil giant Chevron Texaco. Compass 
Group will provide services to offshore platforms, 
refineries and offices for a whopping $200 million 
(U.S.) annually for the next ten years. Chevron 

Texaco extracts oil from the 


Little chance of these Compass Group makes Ecuadorian Amazon rainforest, 
: ; ae . ; : et 
warriors forming a union! use of prison labour in its displacing many indigenous peoples 


Recent immigrants and 


refugees from the so- Millhaven 
called Third World, 

working for less than a operation. 
living wage, could be too frightened to challenge or 
collectively organise against such “managers” as 
orders are barked at them in a foreign language by 
former drill sergeants! 


Concordia’s administration has enlisted a 
corporation that profits from U.S. military atrocities 
and prisons in Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, 
Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ontario 
and British Columbia. Compass Group makes use 
of prison labour in its Millhaven Penitentiary 
operation. The Millhaven facility produces meals 
for many Ontario prisons, yet it also produces an 
overcapacity, the profits from which are divided up 
between Compass Group and  Ontario’s 


Conservative government. The use of prison labour 
in these facilities ensures that labourers are not 
unionized and that they receive no benefits. 
Further, the use of prison labour serves to undercut 
the price of labour in the industry, driving down 
wages of all the workers. As if this weren’t bad 


and causing untold damage to the 


Penitentiary environment. In Sudan, Compass 


Group supplies the Greater Nile Oil 

Project, which has funded the NIF 
government in its brutal war against the peoples of 
the south of Sudan. Sudanese government forces 
have engaged in a campaign of genocide using 
tactics such as beheadings, enslavement, clearing 
villages using bombardments and _ attack 
helicopters (some purportedly leased to them by oil 
companies), the refusal of food aid and a 
systemized campaign of rape and murder. 
Although a ceasefire agreement seems in the 
works, the NIF campaign of horror goes on today, 
engaged primarily in expropriating oil-rich land or 
land needed for pipeline access. And Compass 
Group profits from this. That our university would 
collaborate with such a corporation shows that the 
administration is willing not only to sacrifice the 
will and interests of students to make a few bucks, 
but are willing to accept a massive body count 
while doing so. This can only be described as a 
shame upon our university. 


In light of such a lack of ethics on behalf 


“Chartwells parent company, Compass 
Group, has developed the Nurture Our World 
initiative. Nurture Our World.a focus on caring for 
your health, environment, and community”. This 
PR campaign claims “Nurture Our World supports 
our promise to preserve the earth's natural order”. 
They do this, apparently, by contracting to the U.S. 
military, the world’s largest polluter, and Chevron 
Texaco, the oil goliath that isn’t far behind. 
“Citizens throughout the world are demanding that 
business and government take greater responsibility 
for their actions,” Compass Group states, and “as a 
global business leader, Compass Group is taking 
responsibility by striving to Nurture Our World.” 
Such propaganda is meant to obscure the fact that 
Chartwells, a fully owned subsidiary of Compass 
Group, is implicated along with the rest of the 
Compass Group “family” (including Eurest Support 
Services and Canteen Corrections) in some of the 
worst corporate crime against both the environment 
and oppressed peoples around the world. Not only 
does Compass Group provide logistical services for 
such sordid operations, they specialise in recruiting 
junior military officers from the United States 


rvi 
enough, Compass group holds trp heeete 


contracts for some of platforms, 


of Compass Group and by extension, Concordia 
University, it is essential that students begin to 
show their objections. A boycott of the cafeteria 
services on both the Sir George Williams and 
Loyola campuses might be a good idea. This 
includes all vending machines serving food (which 
charge a ridiculous $1.25 for a candy bar or chips). 
Furthermore, student clubs and associations should 
understand that they do not have to purchase food 
services from Compass Group for on campus 
functions. Please play a small part in telling the 

administration and 


Compass Group will provide compass Group that you 
to offshore @"' 


agree with 
destroying the lives of the 


refineries | and world’s most oppressed 


Australia’s notorious refugee offices for a whopping $200 women, men and children. 


detention centers (Nauru), 


profiting from the misery and Million (U.S.) annually for the 


imprisonment of the wretched na@yt ten years. 
of the earth, literally. 
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A Mosaic Kitchen for Concordia 


By zev tiefenbach, Member of the Concordia Kitchen Mosaic Advisory Board 


For several years food issues have been a hot 
spot for student organizing at Concordia. Various 
students groups such as Le Frigo Vert and the 
People s Potato were established in order to address 


The Concordia Kitchen 

Mosaic (CKM) is a 

collection of these and other 

diverse student groups 

devoted to bringing students 

together to directly : 
participate in our university s food services. 


As a downtown campus with flexible class 
scheduling and a large proportion of part-time 
students, Concordia has attracted a diverse student 
body. Unfortunately, the cafeteria services offered to 
students have failed to reflect our cultural and 
religious diversity. 


For many of us, food is an integral part of our 
lives. Clearly, we all need food to sustain ourselves, 
but food choices and preparation also. carry 
additional meaning. In many cultures food is a 
gathering point for community activity, bringing 
people together and carrying cultural identity 
through generations. 


The CKM celebrates the role of food in our 
lives. We came together last year because we were 
concerned that Concordia students had no access to 
Kosher, Hallal or vegan foods. We are concerned 
that students at Loyola are required to be on meal 
plans that literally had them poisoned last year. We 
are concerned that multi-national corporations, 
whose bottom line is profit maximization wont 
serve culturally appropriate food that will nourish 
our bellies and our cultural communities. 


Our vision is to take over the 7th floor cafeteria 
and create a student-run multi-ethnic food court. 
The CKM has worked hard to produce the many 
proposals and business plans that the university has 
requested of us. We have shown an ability to rise to 
the challenge of large-scale food distribution. The 
Peoples Potato serves over 400 students every 


the food needs of our diverse student population. 


school day while the M.S.A. (Muslim Student 
Association), another partner group in the CKM, 
catered the Iftar (breaking of the fast) meals for 
over 500 students during the holy month of 
Ramadan. The scale of these operations dwarfs the 
i: } 4 amount of business at the 
cafeteria over the last 
several years. Even 
though members of the 
CKM have __s proven 
successful at running 
large scale food services, the university is still 
postponing and delaying our plans, preferring to 
leave the cafeteria vacant. 


For us, we do not want multi-national 
corporations to take-over such an important 


function in our lives. We believe that student space 
and resources should serve the interests of the 
student body and the community at large. Within 
Concordia we have the skills and energy to improve 
the University s food services. 


The CKM is especially important today. 
Increasingly, public institutions food services are 
being privatized. The food services at schools, 
hospitals, daycare centres, old age homes, prisons 
and universities were once a more joyous part of 
families and communities. Increasingly, however, 
all that matters is their profitability. We are intent 
on taking this space back, so we can create a space 
for ourselves to build student community that 
cherishes our cultural mosaic. 
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Special thanks to: The writers and contributors, laptops, the 
plants in the CSU for producing oxygen, the people building this 
year’s Orientation Festival, the folks who tried to think of a new 
name for the Unabridged and all the people who decided to 
keep the name for now :) and Yves for sticking around for this 
first newsletter production of the year. 
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bring your used textbooks, decide o 
and we will sell them for you 
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The Concordia Community Solidarity Co-op Bookstore is a separate legal entity from Concordia University and 

Concordia University bears no responsibility nor liability for its actions. La Librairie coopérative de solidarité de 

Concordia est une personne morale légalement constituée et séparée de |’Université Concordia et "Université 
Concordia n’est pas responsable pour ses actions. 


